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Universal Health coverage Conference

The conference program con-
sisted of an opening session 
in the first day which included 
opening speeches along with 
the submission of the ministries 
commitments towards Health 
in all Policies implementation 
to the VP, and followed by a 
two-day scientific program.
The conference focused on 
5 main themes which were: 

health financing, health in all 
policies, family health, Global 
Health Strategies, and health in 
SDG’s agenda which were dis-
cussed in national and interna-
tional context. The conference 
scientific program was com-
posed of an introductory ses-
sion named ‘’setting the scene’’ 
which introduced outline of 
Sudan’s health sector reforms, 

along with 5 other plenary 
sessions in the 5 main themes. 
In addition to that, there were 
4 parallel sessions focusing on 
practical implementation of 
different elements of Sudan’s 
health sector reforms through 
in-depth discussion and ex-
amining other countries expe-
riences and implementation 
strategies.
The Closing session of the con-
ference was commenced by 
introducing Sudan Universal 

Health Coverage Declaration, 
which was designed to support 
and enhance the transforma-
tion of health sector at all levels 
(Federal, States, and localities) 
in order to make a significant 
progress towards achieving 
UHC in Sudan. 

The Federal Ministry of Health, through the Public Health Insti-
tute, in collaboration with the National Health Insurance Fund, 
the World Health Organization, European Union, and the World 
Bank has conducted the first international conference on Universal 
Health Coverage in Sudan. The conference was held in the Friend-
ship Hall in Khartoum, Sudan during the period from 22nd to 24th of 
January 2017. The conference was honored by the presence of His 
Excellency Dr.Hassabu Mohamed Abdalrahman the Vice President 
(VP) of the Republic of Sudan, and was attended by more than 500 
participants throughout the conference days.
The main aim of the conference was to bring together key stake-
holders and partners to build common and deep understanding of 
health sector reform policies to achieve universal health coverage . 
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Public Health Institute, Federal 
Ministry of Health and the East 
Mediterranean Public Health 
Network conducted a meeting 
to discuss the “Field Epidemi-
ology Training Program (FETP)” 
curriculum with all relative 
stakeholders on the 14th of May 
2017.
The meeting was held at the 
Federal Ministry of health and 
included representatives from 
the states ministries of health, 
non- governmental organi-
zations including the World 
Health Organization, academic 
institutes and stakeholders at 
the federal level.
Stakeholders were divided into 
groups to discussed different 
aspects of the field epidemiol-
ogy program, including gover-
nance of FETP, field work ,and 
curriculum modifications that  
might be needed to suit the 
context of the Sudan. 
At the end of the workshop , a 
panel  discussion was conduct-
ed to discuss and  finalize the 
group work, and  recommenda-
tions were drafted on the way 
forward .

Field Epidemiology 
Training Program 

Stakeholders Meeting

Family Health Approach Policy
A family health workshop was 
called by the directorate gen-
eral of the primary health care 
in collaboration with the Public 
health institute. It was conduct-
ed on the 8th of May  2017 in the 
police club hall. The workshop 
was addressing the strength-
ening of Primary Health Care 
(PHC) in Sudan through a Fam-
ily health approach policy. The 
workshop was headed by the 
undersecretary; with the pres-
ence of representatives from 
different states, including Alge-
zira, River Nile, White Nile, Red 
Sea, North Kurdufan, and Khar-
toum.
The first part of the workshop, 
initiated by the undersecretary 
who gave a welcoming speech 
followed by a brief presentation 
of the building blocks of the 
family health policy, which was 

presented by Dr Abdalla Sid 
Ahmed. This was followed by a 
unified states report present-
ed by Dr Hiba Babekir. Moving 
forward, the operational guide-
lines of family medicine were 
presented by Dr Osama Elshafie 
Sirelkhatim.
The second  element  of the 
workshop started by group-
ing state representatives to 
brainstorm about the different 
implementation arrangments 
of  the family health policy at 
their states. This was trailed by 
them presenting their findings, 
and  followed by a discussion.  
A wrap up was done by the PHI 
director apprehending the ef-
forts done in the different states 
and a starting point was set for 
moving forward in the integra-
tion of family health within the 
current health system.”
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An Iranian consultant from the 
World Health Organization – 
East Mediterranean Regional 
Office (WHO/EMRO) visited the 
Federal Ministry of Health - Su-
dan during April 2017. The main 
objective of his visit was to de-
liver a hospital management 
training program for a select-
ed group of hospital manag-
ers from all states. During his 
visit to Sudan, the consultant 
had a meeting with represen-
tatives from the Federal Minis-
try of Health (FMOH), the Pub-
lic Health Institute (PHI), and 
the WHO to discuss hospital 
sector assessment which is a 
pre-requisite research  for the 
development of an evidence – 
informed  Hospital sector pol-
icy. On the 25th  of April 2017, 
the consultant visited the PHI, 
where a short presentation was 
delivered introducing the PHI 
departments and activities, and 
followed by a tour around the 
PHI. In addition to that, a short 
discussion about the require-
ments for the development of 
the hospital sector reform poli-
cy was conducted.

Iranian consultant
visiting PHI

A delegation from the Statis-
tical, Economic and Social Re-
search and Training Centre (SES-
RIC), Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TIKA) 
and the Turkish Ministry of 
Health visited the Federal Min-
istry of Health-Sudan during 
the period from the 17th- 23rd of 
April 2017. The main objectives 
of the visit was to strengthen 
the economic and social collab-
oration between the members 
of The Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) particularly 
in the area of capacity building. 
During their visit, on the 20th of 

April 2017, the delegation vis-
ited the Public Health Institute 
(PHI). Presentations were deliv-
ered to introduce them to the 
different training institutions 
within the Ministry of Health 
(Public Health Institute, Acad-
emy of Health Sciences, and 
Continuous Professional Devel-
opment), which was followed 
by a tour around the PHI. In ad-
dition to that, a discussion for 
the required interventions for 
Sudan to be a center for train-
ing of member countries was 
conducted.

Turkish delegation visit to PHI
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Short News

Teaching & Learning Depart-
ment has started  the founda-
tion module for the Joint Mas-
ter of Disaster Management 
between the Public Health In-
stitute and Asian Institute of 
Technology (AIT) in Thailand
The final exam for students of 
the Health System Diplomas 
was held at the Sudan Medical 
Specialization  board (SMSB), 
including Diploma of Leader-
ship and Management (batch 1 
and 2), Human Resources Diplo-
ma (batch 1), and  Local Health 
System Diploma (batch 1).
48 thesis proposals for students 
studying  Master of  Public 
Health Program (batch 4) and 
Master of Disaster Management 
(batch 4) were approved during 
a meeting for the research 

committee (which is composed  
of members from the public 
health Institute & Sudan Medi-
cal Specialization  board.
Eight students studying mas-
ter of public health (1 student) 
, master of Disaster  manage-
ment (6 students) and manage-
ment and planning of Health 
Policies  (1 student) presented 
and discussed their  research 
papers . All research papers 
were   approved according to 
the regulations of the Sudan 
Medical Specialization  board.
As part of the new National 
Health Policies (NHP) (2017-
2030) development process, 
community consultation dia-
logues were held by the Policy 
and Development Department 
of the Public Health Institute. 

The dialogues were conducted 
on the 5th, 6th and 8th of June 
2017 in Paradise Hotel.  The 
consultation dialogues were 
designed to gauge the pop-
ulation’s needs , expectations 
and opinions on health-related 
matters, get a sense of people’s 
thoughts about the health sys-
tem, include public opinion in 
the decision-making process, 
and assess possible unintended 
consequences of policy deci-
sions. Several focus group dis-
cussions were conducted for 
three vulnerable groups in the  
people living with community 
namely:  youth, women, and 
people living with HIV/AIDS. 


